
This time a year ago, a new decade was upon us, the
first year of which would have been hard to
imagine. COVID-19 has forever marked 2020 as a
year not easily forgotten, as the world grappled
with a global pandemic.  

The year ends with vaccines (approved for use in
record time) being rolled out globally, and countries
ravished by the virus hoping for a more stable 2021
with increasingly vaccinated populations. 
 
One hundred years ago New Zealand was also
coping with the harsh realities of a pandemic, but
with no hope of a vaccine. We lost 9,000 people in
just a few months from the Spanish 'flu having
already lost some 20,000 in WWI. The survivors of
this period then went on to face a depression and
yet another world war. It was a grim and
challenging time in our country’s history, and
perhaps puts our current situation into context.
 
Our future New Zealand museum and visitor centre
will honour the sacrifices made back then for
freedom, the intergenerational friendships that
have since flourished and the close connections
between France and New Zealand. With input from
the best in the design and curatorial space it also
presents an opportunity to showcase the New
Zealand of today – who we are and what we stand
for which will help provoke discussion and
reflection on how we create a better future. Should
adequate funds be available, we hope to be able to
open the doors to this emotive piece of New
Zealand in France in 2023.

Although the uncertainty of the first half of this
year brought with it considerable constraints in
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fundraising, the latter months of the year have been
immensely productive. We now have some key
cornerstone funders on board, who have been
hugely generous. By joining the vision to make our
place in France a reality, they have created a crucial
new momentum for the project in 2021. This brings
an ability to move forward to a new phase. To all our
funders - large, small and in-between, we are
incredibly grateful for your support. Thank you.

On behalf of the trust I hope the festive season
offers you some time with the important people in
your life, as this extraordinary year draws to a close.  

Joyeux Noël!
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A New Zealand summer - Pohutukawa trees in flower



TO MAKE A DONATION:

Go to our website www.nzwmm.org.nz/donate
click DONATE and follow the instructions

OR

Write a cheque made payable to

THE NEW ZEALAND MEMORIAL MUSEUM
TRUST - LE QUESNOY

and send to 

PO Box 90345
Auckland 1143

OR

Donate via DIRECT BANK TRANSFER using the following details:

Account name: New Zealand Memorial Museum Trust – Le Quesnoy

Account number: 03-1509-0097188-000

Reference: Your first and last name 

As 2020 draws to a close, so too does
the first phase of the project which
included identifying, purchasing and
repaying the loan on the property in
Le Quesnoy (pictured right), as well as
strategic, interpretive, feasibility,
cultural & experience design planning. 

With independent professional help,
the board will now review the work
done to date, assess the forward
project risks and costs, identify the
skills needed at all levels from
governance to project management,
and in turn have the appropriate next
steps and timelines in front of us as
we step into the project initiation
phase in 2021.  
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